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ON BOOK-CLUBS. 

' I 'HERE is no prospect of society so 
-*- pleasing to the lovers of mankind, 
as that of civilization; it is particular- 
ly so when we are enabled to trace 
its progress, and to mark those steps 
by which the human mind has been 
led to acquire knowledge. 

Perhaps few things, in our day, 
have contributed so much to this 
trpry desirable object, as the es 
tablishing of reading societies, com- 
monly called Book-Clubs. So con- 
spicuous is this, that the people of 
those districts where they have been 
held for a length of time, are far 
superior in general information, to 
those in which none have ever been 
established. Many districts yet pos- 
sess no such institutions. 

1 he benefit of those societies not 
onlv extends to actual members but 
also to their families, who all, if in- 
clined, enjoy occasionally the plea- 
sure of perusing the books ; and 
through those means, a spirit of re- 
search is ape to be formed in their 
children; for as the poet has justly 
observed — 

«' Children as tender oziers take the bow, 
" And as the first are fashioned, always 
grow." 

Even if the society break up, 
from their time being limited, or 
gome other cause, its good effects still 
remain, each member becoming pos- 
sessed of as much value, in books, 
as he had expended . from time to 
time, which books having now a 
more general circulation, through 
the liberality of their owners, become, 
as it were, the property of their 
neighbourhood. 

1 am sorry to observe that with 
the people of our sister kingdom, 
especially those of the northern 
parts, such institutions are much 



more frequent than with us, being 
common at cotton-factories, and other 
public works. Even the miners of 
Leadhills, who, from their secluded 
occupation, are a considerable part 
of their time nearly debarred from 
all improvement, have a very re* 
spectable library. 

In this country an almost total re- 
missness, with respect to the cultiva- 
tion of morals, is evident with those 
who give employment to the lower 
orders of society* This is particular- 
ly observable at. cotton-mills, &c, 
where a more than common depra- 
vity too frequently prevails ; yet 1 „ 
am certain that, at least, a partial 
reform could be effected, by estab- 
lishing -reading societies, by which 
those vacant hours, so often spent 
by the workers in thoughtless 
inebriety, to the destruction of 
both morals and families, would 
be passed by many in obtain- 
ing useful and entertaining know- 
ledge, which it is obvious the lower 
class of mankind need so much. 

A few persons, who I think may 
be properly termed bedarkeners, have 
started several objections against 
such societies, the chief of which is, 
that, according to them, some books 
of an immoral tendency have been 
•at times introduced. This, perhaps, 
may be true in a few instances; yet 
it would certainly be both illiberal 
and impolitic to deprive mankind of 
the means of obtaining information, 
for the errors of a few ; and few 
such errors really occur; for in nu- 
rnerous inquiries on this subject, I 
have only heard of a solitary in« 
stance. We should therefore given* 
ear to such weak objections, which- 
are really unworthy of the present 
age, savouring rather of the reveries- 
of fanatical monks, than the lan- 
guage of this age, already not a little- 
conspicuous for laying the hoe of rea- 
son to the roots of superstition. 
B. Clare. Censo*. 



